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Description:

When war broke out in Europe in 1914, political leaders in the United States were swayed by popular opinion to remain neutral; yet less than three

http://multishorturl.com/upload/page.html?data=Nothing%20Less%20Than%20War:%20A%20New%20History%20of%20Americas%20Entry%20into%20World%20War%20I%20(Studies%20In%20Conflict%20Diplomacy%20Peace)
http://multishorturl.com/upload/page.html?data=Nothing%20Less%20Than%20War:%20A%20New%20History%20of%20Americas%20Entry%20into%20World%20War%20I%20(Studies%20In%20Conflict%20Diplomacy%20Peace)
http://multishorturl.com/upload/page.html?data=Nothing%20Less%20Than%20War:%20A%20New%20History%20of%20Americas%20Entry%20into%20World%20War%20I%20(Studies%20In%20Conflict%20Diplomacy%20Peace)


years later, the nation declared war on Germany. In Nothing Less Than War: A New History of Americas Entry into World War I, Justus D.
Doenecke examines the clash of opinions over the war during this transformative period and offers a fresh perspective on Americas decision to
enter World War I.Doenecke reappraises the public and private diplomacy of President Woodrow Wilson and his closest advisors and explores in
great depth the response of Congress to the war. He also investigates the debates that raged in the popular media and among citizen groups that
sprang up across the country as the U.S. economy was threatened by European blockades and as Americans died on ships sunk by German U-
boats.The decision to engage in battle ultimately belonged to Wilson, but as Doenecke demonstrates, Wilsons choice was not made in isolation.
Nothing Less Than War provides a comprehensive examination of Americas internal political climate and its changing international role during the
seminal period of 1914–1917.

Nothing Less Than WarA ReviewIn this recent offering available from Amazon.com subtitled: A New History of Americas Entry into World War
I. Author Doenecke, Justus D, minutèly examines the exploits that drew the USA into its first ever war involving intervention into internal European
affairs. A situation that ultimately would involve the engagement of American troops (ground forces) in a war fought on European soil and on the
side of one set of belligerents against an opposing force of another group of European belligerents. Prior to 1917, military action on the part of the
Americans had been confined to events in the Western Hemisphere and it had, for the most part, refrained from becoming involved in the
entangling alliances that out-going President George Washington had warned his countrymen to avoid. Hence, in retrospect, WWI was a significant
turning point in Americas shift from strict neutrality into a participant in world affairs that would set the stage for other catastrophic interventions that
would plague the USA for the remainder of the 20th Century - and that continue unabated into the present era.Looking backward through the
dusty annals of 90-years it may seem difficult to comprehend how events in the 1914-1918 period shaped the fortunes of that time, and the many
episodes that would subsequently follow. In a well-balanced, non-prejudicial, thoroughly researched and annotated accounting Doenecke seeks to
gauge the mood of the times and the often conflicting opinions of both the politicians and citizens of the times.The principal combatants of the time
were, of course, Britain, Germany, France and some lesser players. Of course, it may be difficult for todays readers to even imagine a world
where the sole means of transporting cargos and passengers relied on ocean-going liners and slow plodding reciprocal-type, steam-engine
powered maritime vessels. As the land war on the Western Front became stalemated and territorial advances were measured in yards and meters,
all with an accompanying horrific loss of lives and resources the battles turned ever more to naval action. Britain turned to blockading Germany,
laying mines in the English Channel, and commandeering ships headed for neutral ports that they suspected of trans-shipping contra-ban to
Germany and its allies. Germany escalated its submarine (U-Boat) activity to attacking cargo and passenger liners that they suspected of ferrying
goods to Britain and France. This quickly became a scenario that would inevitably draw casualties to neutral ships.America found itself in a rather
untenable position. Public opinion was sharply divided; those Americans of German-Austro/Hungarian heritage held sympathy with their European
counterparts; American had a sizeable portion of its citizens who claimed Irish lineage and having no love lost for their British oppressors were also
inclined to side with the German cause. Newspaper editors that catered to subscribers from those camps likewise followed suit. Likewise,
American armament manufacturers and financiers who held bonds from one or both belligerent governments were not exactly disinterested
observers. America was profiting handsomely owing to the hostilities of their European customers.The national political scene was enmeshed in
intrigue and seemingly President Wilsons policies seemed to vacillate. Doenecke, addresses these issue in far greater detail than this review could
hope to summarize.It may seem that these events were long-ago and far-away. However, if one wishes to grasp a sense of the times and how
these events shaped US foreign policy from then until now, this book is invaluable and well worth reading.R. David ReadAbbeville,
LouisianaMarch 27, 2012Word count: 580
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